Computer and Internet Basics for ESL 
Lesson 2 – Computer Introduction
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	Desktop
The desktop is the main screen of a computer. It is the first screen you see. It includes the desktop background (or wallpaper), icons of files and folders you may have saved there, and the task bar at the bottom. (Sometimes you don’t see the task bar because it can drop out of sight when not needed.)
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	Cursor / Mouse Pointer
The mouse pointer is a small arrow that moves around the screen to show you what your mouse is pointing at. Sometimes it changes to other shapes.
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	Mouse Pointer Icons 
Sometimes the cursor arrow changes to other shapes to let you know what the computer is doing, or to let you know what you can or cannot do when you are using a computer.
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	Click / Double Click 
To quickly press a mouse button one or two times.
(A tap on a touch screen works the same as a mouse click.)
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	Icon
A small picture that represents something. You double-click an icon on the desktop to open an application. For example, in order to get to the World Wide Web, you have to open a browser by double-clicking on its icon.
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	Window
An area that opens up on the screen to show the information for a program. 

(See the diagram at the bottom of this list.)
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	Scroll Bar
When a window is too big to display all at one time on the screen, you can move your view of it by dragging the scroll bars on the side or bottom of the window to move (scroll) up and down or side to side to see everything.
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	Link Text
Words you can click on to see other information.
(The cursor changes to a pointing hand.) 
Clicking the link may change the information in the window you are looking at, or it might open a new window.
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	Highlight
“Select” or mark words or other items on a computer screen by dragging over them with the cursor. A solid color, or a dotted outline, shows the selection.
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	Text Entry Boxes or Text Boxes
Boxes that allow you to type text into them on the computer screen. You may need to click in the box. The blinking line in the box shows where the text will appear.
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	Drop Down Menu
A drop down menu hides items until you click on it to make it open; then the list of choices drops down.
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	Checkboxes 
A graphic that lets you know you can select more than one choice from a list.
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	Radio Buttons 
A graphic that lets you know you can only make one choice from a group of choices.
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	Close Button
The button, usually an X, at the top corner of the window that makes the window close.
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	Tooltip Text
Tooltips are words that appear in a small pop-up box when you move your mouse pointer over something on the screen and keep it still (hover) over the item. The box will disappear as soon as you move the mouse pointer away.
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