Computer and Internet Basics for ESL 
Lesson 1 – Computer Hardware
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	(Desktop) Computer
A desktop computer is larger than a laptop computer – and too big to carry around. 
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	Laptop Computer
A computer that is small enough for you to pick it up and carry.
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	Mouse
If you are using a desktop computer, you need a mouse to move the mouse pointer across the screen and to point and click something on the screen.  You can also use a mouse with a laptop computer.
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	Mouse Pad
A small rubber pad below the mouse. You don't need a mouse pad, but it can help make a mouse work better.

	

	Touchpad 
Use a touchpad to point and click something on the screen. A touchpad is only used with a laptop. It is used instead of a mouse.
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	Keyboard
A keyboard has all of the alphabet characters and numbers so you can type. It also has a lot of special keys that are used to control the computer.

	

	Computer Screen
The screen is where you see the information. Computer screens come in different sizes. With a desktop computer the screen is part of a device called a monitor. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Flat panel or LCD screens are thin.  CRT monitors are old and very large. 
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	Headphones 
Headphones are used when you have sound playing, especially on a public computer, so you don’t disturb other people.
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	Microphone (Mic)
The device for recording your voice. A microphone is built in to telephones and laptops, but you need an external microphone for a computer. Sometimes headphones also have a microphone. 
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	Central Processing Unit
The central processing unit, or CPU, is the electronic circuitry within a computer that carries out the instructions of a computer program. It is the “thinking” part of the computer.

	[image: ]
	Internal Computer Drive - Hard Drive
An internal computer drive is the thing that stores the software programs, and the files you save on your computer. You cannot see an internal drive because it is inside of your computer. It is also called your local drive, or C Drive. You cannot easily remove the internal storage drive from your computer.
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	CD or DVD Drive
A CD or DVD drive uses a laser light to read, and sometimes write, data to a CD or DVD disc.  It is built into the computer, but has a door that opens and a tray that comes out for you to insert the disk.
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	External Storage Drive  
A large external drive gives you extra storage room for your large files like photos and video. It can also be used to make an extra copy of your files for security, but it is too big to carry with you. External storage drives come in many different sizes and shapes.
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	Flash Drive 
A flash drive is a small external storage device. A flash drive is portable. That means it is easy to carry with you. It is small enough to fit in your pocket. It plugs into a USB port on a computer.
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	USB Device 
A USB device is any computer device that works with a computer when you plug it into a USB port on the computer. A mouse, a storage device, a printer, or a camera can all plug into a USB port.
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	USB Port 
A USB device plugs into a USB port on the side or on the back of your computer. It only fits one way. If a USB device does not fit into your USB port, turn it over and try again.
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	Camera or Webcam
A webcam – short for 'web camera' – is a digital camera that is connected to a computer.  Webcams usually record videos rather than photographs.
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	Surge Protector
A surge protector is a device that stops the flow of electricity if the power level goes too high. This will help protect the computer. A power strip is just a way to have more outlets for plugs, but it does not help stop power surges like a surge protector does. 
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